
1

/20DE SEPTEMBRE
À DÉCEMBRE
9,95 $

V2-REVUE ANG P01a37.indd   1 2020-08-14   8:37 AM



16

ACQUISITION

 
An influential, multidisciplinary designer who is 
constantly exploring new forms of expression, 
American artist Peter Shire creates objects that 
playfully blur the boundaries of craft, fine art and 
industrial design. His work bridges many different 
worlds, including architecture, fashion, furniture, 
ceramics and metalwork, and he owes his talent 
as a craftsman to the time spent working in his 
father’s carpentry shop in Echo Park, Los Angeles, 
where he was introduced to furniture making. His 
brightly coloured universe echoes the chromatic 
approach of his Mexican and Cuban neighbours. 

In 1981, shortly after joining the Memphis Group, 
a design movement founded by Ettore Sottsass, 
Shire designed his Brazil console (ill.  3), rec-
ognized today as one of the most famous and 
iconic works of the Milan-based group. Eight 
years later, he created a new console (ill.  1), 
which was strongly inspired by the Brazil piece 
but had several distinct design elements. While 
retaining the overall look of the object, the art-
ist added certain details that modified its form. 
This artwork has entered our collection thanks 
to the generosity of Montrealers Barbara and 
Philip Silverberg, who have in the past donat-
ed a number of ceramics created by Canadian 
and American artists, including a teapot by Shire 
titled Around the Corner (ill. 2).

While featuring the same large triangular top 
as the Brazil console, though this time in white,  
the semi-cylindrical foot is replaced here by a 

A SCULPTURAL CONSOLE BY PETER SHIRE

turquoise-coloured rectangular prism. The other 
leg takes the form of a black quarter-circle on 
which are superimposed a yellow half-circle and 
a smaller purple half-circle. Shire has added two 
vertical metal cables that join the rectangular 
prism to the tabletop, as well as a long horizon-
tal bar on the underside of the top, which sticks 
out at either end. Our console was made by 
Shire in his Los Angeles studio, and while it was 
not produced by the Memphis Group, it bears 
all the hallmarks of this style. The uniqueness 
of each geometric shape that lends the piece 
its structure is underscored by the use of bold, 
distinct colours. Embracing the Memphis spirit, 
Shire employs a pure functionalism that opens 
the way for a whimsical style characterized by 
colourful and eccentric works. His console pro-
poses a sculptural piece of furniture that bridges 
the gap between art and functionality in its min-
imalist design. The contrast between the lively 
colours and geometric shapes creates a highly 
unique play on the visual and spatial experience. 

Shire is represented in the Museum’s decora-
tive arts collection by the candelabra Tre  Steli 
(1989) from the “Tops” series, and the table lamp 
Cupola (1988) from the “Luci-Lights” series, both 
of which embody the bold geometry characteriz-
ing the artist’s original style. 
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Peter Shire (born in 1947)
1.
Console table, 1989, wood, steel, aluminum, alkyd enamel paint, lacquer, 
74.8 x 182 x 76.5 cm. MMFA, gift of Barbara and Philip Silverberg
2.
Around the Corner teapot, 1980, painted and partially glazed earthenware, 
15.1 x 53.3 x 11.6 cm. MMFA, gift of Barbara and Philip Silverberg
3.
Brazil console table, 1981, Memphis Milano Collection, lacquered wood, 
205 x 80 x 72 cm. Courtesy Memphis Srl. Photo Aldo Ballo, Guido Cegani 
and Peter Ogilvie. www.memphis-milano.com
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